a
b PACRO
v ®o®

Paducah-Area Community Reuse Organization
1002 Medical Drive

P.O. Box 588

Mayfield, KY 42066-0588

October 28, 2010

Advisory Committee on Earthquake Hazard Reduction
c/o John R. Hayes, Jr.

United States Department of Commerce

National Institute of Standards and Technology
Gaithersburg, Maryland 20899

Dear members of ACEHR:

This letter is to bring to your attention the negative impacts on the greater Paducah,
Kentucky area caused by the NEHRP seismic assessment and design maps. The high
hazard assessment affects building codes and regulations increasing the cost of any new
construction.

The Paducah-Area Community Reuse Organization (PACRO) is concerned because the
high hazard building codes and regulations are affecting the decisions about the future of
the Paducah Gaseous Diffusion Plant (PGDP). The community lost, to Ohio, a one billion
dollar investment project to modernize this plant. In addition, the community has shown
the PGDP site to General Electric, Westinghouse, Exelon, and Energy Solutions for
heavy industry reindustrialization projects worth near a billon dollars each. In each
instance, the site was not chosen and the high seismic hazard was the cited reason.

Furthermore, the clean-up and closure of the superfund site at the gaseous diffusion plant
appears to be in perpetual limbo in view of the fact that designing a landfill to the
required predicted shaking is problematic.

People in this area of Kentucky understand that there is a hazard from earthquakes
because of the New Madrid seismic zone. However, most people do not believe the
hazard here is as great as it is in other places in the world or in California. It appears that
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development does occur in places with great earthquake activity, greater than what we
experience here, but the very high predicted shaking on the NEHRP design maps places a
stifling effect on development here.

We sincerely ask ACEHR to look into the problem of extraordinary and possibly
unreasonable hazard assessment for western Kentucky.

Sincerely,

; §—
Signedby JohnAnderson

\
ohn)Anderson, PACRO Director
ched is a list of PACRO membership)

cc. James C Cobb
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